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Re: Docket Nos. 91-221,87-7, 87-8 and 96-222
EX PARTE Filing

Dear Ms. Salas:

On behalf of The Christian Network, Inc., I am attaching a letter to the Chairman
filed in connection with the above-referenced matters addressing the issue of the UHF
Discount and the Single Majority Shareholder Rule.

Pursuant to Section 1. 1206(b) of the Commission's rules, an original and two copies
of this letter are being submitted to the Secretary's office for each of the above-captioned
dockets. Should there be any questions regarding this filing, please contact the undersigned.

Res ctfully SUV/J;f~

. Miller
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Sent By: THE CHRISTIAN NETWORK

Deo,ccmbor 10, 199ft

Chairman William E. Kennard
Federal CommunicatiollS Commission
1919 M SlIccl, N. W., Room 814
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:
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The fCC will soon mate sevcoo important and bi.~lilric policy deci$innll that could bllve a major iwpllCt on
the broadcast industry and TV slalion owners. Thet'e IlCC lwo issuos to be decided which an: ofparticular
inlcrcllt to me. Those are the matters of UHF Discount and dll: Single M.vority Shareholder Ru1cll.

As president of The Christiall Network.. Inc., I alii rarticularly concerned with these illlllJeS because of the
potential impact they may have on those lV stations Bnd network ownClll wbo wort with us in disuibuting
religious proaramnung throughout the United Statos.

For in.~l.II.nce, rhe Christian Network:: provides 35 hours each week ()( Cbristiu and family-orienlec1
programming to PAXtv. BCClUIlIC oftbis prograuuning relatioWlbip, a1ll1ituatioos with pouible neglltlve
iq>act 011 PAXlv are very impOllanl to us. Addillomdly, The Christian Network has duzens of other UTfiI
1ll.lltiOil .ffiJia1e5 8l'Ol.lnd the Country. which carry our pa'ognunmin&. HislOrically, niche programming,
including religious programming and Chtistian programming JIll ~ucb. is disproportionately dependeD. upon
UHF television stations for distribution. ThaI.' 11 wby it is so impurtant ro us dial all advantages CUJTendy
erUoyed by UHF stations in general, and Christian nr family-oriented .~tatioDS in particular, are collilinued,
however smalllheM: advantagell might be.

I realize dlese issues may appear minor in comparison 10 ulhcr PCC issues to he decided. Huwever, I
believe the co~uences of a negative decision hy me Commisllion on the UHF DiscoUJlIt and Single
MIij01'ily Shareholder rules could produce a brolldcast martelplacc: that is unreaponJlive to those emerging
nelWorb who are undenwu8 to prOVide more religious and family-oriented lelevi.'1ion programming.

To funher suppOrllhe position stlll£d in .his leiter, I offer the foUowiog major poiDla uf argument ill favOI' of
the UHJ:l Discount and Single Majority Sharebolder Rules, 'urge the COlnmissioo to cllrefully consider the
implICt of their deciaion nn those issues, llnd to vote 10 maintain the oxillting Ulfi' DiscoWlt and the Single
Majority Shareholder Rule.

!l41u.;! &i.fAnc UHF DUcuunl:

a This dilk.-uunT has been in plllee tOr 13 year¥ and has heeo • major factor ill !.be growth of UHF
television.

U UHF telovision sl.alions continue ttl llperllO with technical and economic diSAdvantages to
VHF stations as conxilltently reflected in mings disparities.

IJ DTV ill continuinllbc: UHF handicap with inadequQIe power I1lotmentllllftd cable carrillge
cannot eliminate the UHPNHF disparity.

A MblI.rtry ()fT1l~ CllrIItlM Nmvo,l, 1M.
14444 66th Street Nordl. C....... Florida 33764. (727) S36-0036. FAX (727) nD-0611
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Sent By: THE CHRISTIAN NETWORK

Chllirnliln William E. Kennard
December 10, 1998
J'age 2
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a Retaining the UHf diseuunt servos the Cnmmission's l1ivcnil)' 3nd competition gnals by
encouraging the developmcnt ofemerging networks such III PAXtv, WB, UPN, Univision and
Telemundo.

U The emerging nctworks are built upon UHF lllalinns and DLUlI1, to be econmnicaJly viahle. own
IIl1ignificant portion of their dislrihution.

R"t41n tift Sing" Melorlly ShlUWlIoklu his:

l.l The siQgle 1I111jnricy slw'chuldcr rule will permit the emerging llecworks 10 hold up lo 49% of
the voting stock of a temale, minority or new c:ntrant-eonltUl1ed &ration wi'hoUi having that
Illation be aueibulable co the emorging network for either oaliClna] or local ownership
purposes.

CJ The emerging IlClwnrk would providc proarolUllling (0 the stalinn via :l SlanWlrd Al1i.liatinn
Agreement

o The c'DCI'g'ng ~twork. wlluld work wilh the majority uwner lO oblain third party (e.g.. bank)
financing for the construction III purohue of the slatiOo.

U The emerging lIetwork would ool bave any option to purchasc the scation.
o lllC orion licensee would be provided with significant time 00 II daily bosls for the broadclI.'1t

of non-nelwork, local prob'Tllmming.
u The single uLIljority shlll'CholtJer would be in control of the ownership. programming.

upention and ultimate disposiLilm of the slation.

Ytlur lcind considc:nition of this llX(uest is deeply aprreciatcd. Il ill my hope and prayer tbalthe
Commission' $ seriouK reflection of llle points made in this letter will produce a decision faVOI'lIhle lO
Christian prograauners IlpecifioaUy.lUK1 quality family television in Jtcncral.

May God bless you and give you wisdom ill your deliberations.

~
Dustin Rubeck
President and CEO

DRlcv
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